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CONFIDENTIAL KHARTOUM 1477 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS CASC ET 
SUBJ: TENNECO SIX 

REF: STATE 133217 

1. KHALIFA CONTACTED EMBOFF JUNE 21 AND IN SUBSEQUENT 
MEETING READ TELEGRAM FROM ZEIN SENT FROM KASSALA 
EVENING JUNE 20. TELEGRAM AS RECEIVED STATED IN SUBSTANCE 
THAT (A) NURSE HAS BEEN FREED IN GHINDA; AND (B) PILOT OF 
FIRST HELICOPTER HAS ARRIVED IN NEIGHBORHOOD SUDANESE 
ORDER. ZEIN ASKED (A) WHERE CAN PILOT BE DELIVERED WITHIN 
SUDAN, (B) WHAT HAS HAPPENED RE FIVE ELF PRISONERS 
MENTION IN FIRST MESSAGE. (COMMENT: KHALIFA STATED 
THAT THIS REFERS TO THE FIVE ELF PRISONERS HELD BY IEG); 

(C) WHERE CAN THE FIVE PRISONERS BE DELIVERED (KHALIFA 

STATED THIS AGAIN REFERRED TO IEG HELD ELF CAPTIVES; AND 

CD) WHEN CAN WE (I.E., ELF AND TENNECO) CONTINUE THE NEGOTIATIONS 

2. IN DISCUSSING EACH OF ABOVE POINTS, EMBOFF TOLD KHALIFA 
THAT AS OF 1000 HOURS JUNE 21 EMBASSY HAS NO INFO THAT NURSE 
HAD BEEN FREED BUT, BASED ON MESSAGES RECEIVED BY MR. 
DORTZBACH, HER RELEASE EXPECTED. KHALIFA EXPLAINED THAT 
THE ELF TRAVELS CAUTIOUSLY AT 

HT AND IT MAY TAKE ANOTHER 
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DAY BEFORE MRS. DORTZBACH IS REUNITED WITH HER HUSBAND. 
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3. IN CONNECTION WITH WEDERFORT RELEASE, EMBOFF REMINDED 
KHALIFA OF PAST ARRANGEMENTS OF MINISTER INTERIOR TO RECEIVE 
THE TENNECO CAPTIVES WHEN WE UNDERSTOOD THAT THEY WERE TO 
BE RELEASED IN THE SUDAN. KHALIFA STATED HE WOULD CALL 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR TO ARRANGE TO HAVE APPROPRIATE POLICE 
POSTS ALERTED TO RECEIVE WEDERFORT. KHALIFA ON HIS PART 
WILL THEN GIVE ZEIN PRECISE INSTRUCTIONS FOR WEDERFORT'S 
RELEASE. 

4. RE IEG-HELD ELF CAPTIVES, EMBOFF STATED THAT, AFTER THE 
PILOT IS RELEASED, THE COMPANY WILL EXPEND ALL EFFORTS TO 
CONVINCE IEG THAT PRISONERS SHOULD BE RELEASED. 

KHALIFA THEN ASKED WHAT HE (KHALIFA) CAN NOW TELL ZEIN 
ABOUT THE FIVE ELF PRISONERS OF THE IEG. HE WAS TOLD THAT 
IT WAS IMPERATIVE THE PILOT BE RELEASED SOONEST. ONCE 
THIS WAS DONE THEN TENNECO WAS POISED AND PREPARED TO DO 
ITS UTMOST OF EFFECT THE RELEASE OF PRISONERS. KHALIFA WAS 
TOLD TO CAUTION ZEIN THAT DESPITE ALL-OUT GENUINE EFFORTS OF 
TENNECO, IEG IS SOVEREIGN GOVERNMENT WITH ITS OWN INTERESTS. 
COMPANY, NEVERTHELESS, NOT WITHOUT INFLUENCE AND WOULD 
VIGOROUSLY PURSUE THE NEGOTIATIONS. EMBOFF SAID SOME 

ELF NAMES APPARENTLY GARBLED AND ASKED KHALIFA TO GET 
NAMES CLARIFIED AS SUGGESTED ADDIS 6903. KHALIFA DID 
NOT HIMSELF KNOW OR RECOGNIZE ANY OF THE FIVE NAMES. 

5. IT WAS SUGGESTED THAT KHALIFA MIGHT WISH POINT OUT TO 
ZEIN THAT, VIEW SCHEDULED MEETING OF ALL ELF LEADERS, A 
REASONABLE AND HUMANE ACT ON PART ELF WOULD AFFORT IT 
BETTER WORLD IMAGE. THIS CONNECTION, KHALIFA INDICATED THAT 
ZEIN WHO SAID HE WORKING ON PREPARATORY COMMITTEE FOR 
ELF MEETING FELT THAT ALL ELF LEADERS UPSET BY TENNECO 
ATHENS PRESS STATEMENT. IT WAS SUGGESTEJ THAT ZEIN BE TOLD 
THAT THE COMPANY CHAIRMAN IS A COMPASSIONATE MAN WITH 
CONSIDERABLE INFLUENCE WHO CONSIDERS HIS EMPLOYEES AS 
MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY. AT THE TIME OF THE ATHENS PRESS 
RELEASE, HE HAD FELT BETRAYED IN THAT NEGOTIATION WHICH STARTED 
IN GOOD FAITH APPEARED TO BE BROKEN WHEN HIS NEGOTIATOR 
FAILED HEAR FURTHER FROM ZEIN. A GESTURE OF GOOD FAITH ON 

PART ELF WOULD RESULT IN A GENUINE EFFORT BY COMPANY FULFILL 
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REASONABLE CONDITIONS. 

6. COMMENT: IN CONNECTION PARA 1 (D) ABOVE, KHALIFA WAS 

TOLD THAT COMPANY WAS READY CONTINUE NEGOTIATIONS KHARTOUM 
AT ANY TIME. 

7. CONCUR WITH POINTS RAISED STATE 133217, PARTICULARLY 

SINCE WE APPEAR BE FACING IMMINENT RELEASE OF TWO CAPTIVES FOR 
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WHICH ELF EXPECTS COUNTER CONCESSIONS. WOULD SEEM TO US 
IEG SHOULD THEREFORE NOW BE PRESSED MAKE SOME 
CONSESSIONS TO INSURE RELEASE OF OTHER TENNECO CAPTIVES. 

ONE COMPROMISE POSSIBILITY RAISED IN PARA 5, KHARTOUM 1397, 

WHICH COULD APPEAL TO IEG WOULD BE INDIRECT RATHER THAN 
DIRECT NEGOTIATIONS ON PRISONER ISSUE. PERHAPS WITH CONDITION 
THAT THERE BE NO RPT NO PUBLICITY AS TO RELEASE OF IEG-HZSD ELF 
PRISONERS. 

BREWER 
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